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:i',y,i',^y.ff McCOMB NAMES PUERTO RICAN WAGE RATE COMMITTEE 

Wm, R, McComb, Admin i s t r a to r of the Tfege and Hour and Publ ic Cont rac t s 

D i v i s i o n s , U. S, Department of Labor, today named the merabers of the indus t ry 

commit-bee which w i l l a s s i s t in the re -examinat ion of minimum wage r a t e s e s t a b ­

l i shed by wage o rde r s i n Puerto Rico under the F a i r Labor Standards A c t . 

Known as Specia l Indus t ry Committee No. 5 for Puerto Rico , the group, 

r e p r e s e n t i n g l a b o r , manageraent and the p u b l i c , w i l l conduct hear ings beginning 

J u l y 14 in the Chamber of Commeroe B u i l d i n g , San Juan , to rece ive test imony on 

economio and compet i t ive cond i t ions in 13 Puerto Rican i n d u s t r i e s . 

Employers, employees and the publ io w i l l be represen ted on the committee 

-^by th ree members e a c h . In g e n e r a l , the same persons w i l l serve throughout ' " 

the d e l i b e r a t i o n s except for the success ive replacement of one employer member 

by another in o rde r to give d i r e c t r e p r e s e n t a t i o n to each of the 13 i nd iv idua l 

Puerto Rican i n d u s t r i e s as i t i s discussed« ' ' ' 

TlVhen the r a i l r o a d , ra i lway express and p roper ty motor t r a n s p o r t i ndus t ry 

i s reached, however^ a l l members w i l l be rep laoed , w i th the excep t ion of the 

pub l i c members, who w i l l i-emain the same throughout the s e s s i o n s . 

The membership of the committee a t i t s f i r s t s e s s i o n , which w i l l dea l wi th 

the sugar manufacturing i n d u s t r y , w i l l be as fo l lows : 

Publ ics Dr, Antonio Jc Colorado, Dean, College of Soc ia l Sc i ences , ' ' . 
Itoi-versity of Puer-bo Rico, Rio P i e d r a s , P . R,; Dr. Jose Laracuente , Dean, College 
of Business Adminis t ra t ioUj Unive r s i ty of Puerto Rico , Rio Piedras^ Po R.; Prof . 
Paul A, Br i s senden , Columbia School of Bus iness , Colimbia Uni-versi-tj'-, New York, 
No Y . . • . .,' . 

Employees: Mr. Francisco Colon-Gordiany. P r e s i d e n t , Confederacion General de 
Trabajadores de Puerto Rico, San Juan , p . R. j Mro Sergio Kuilan-Baez, S e c r e t a r y , 
'onfederaoion General de Trabajadores de Puerto Rico, San Juan^ P . R»; Mr. San-
d a l i o E . Alonso, S e c r e t a r y , Federacion Libre de l o s Trabajadores de Puerto Rico , 
San Juan , Pe Ro • , :• ( • , . . . . , yy-y ., . •-• 
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Employers: Mr, Pilipo L. de Hostos, President, Camara de Comerio de Puer'to 
Rico, San Juan, P, R,; Mr. J» A. E.Rodriguez, President, Asociacion de Indus-
t r i a l e s de Puer-to Rico, San Juan, P . R.; Mr. Fernando A, Vil lamil , Vice Chairman,. 
(Isociaoion de Productores de Azuoar de Puerto Rico, San Juan, P. R. . - i 

Other omployer members who vrill serve a t some time during the proceedings 
include ; 

•̂  '. .._: Mr. J.A. Otero, Manager, Frigorifico San Agustin, I n c . , San Juan, P. R.; 
Mr. Jose Rodriguez, Secretary, Infanzon and Rodriguez, I n c . , Caguas, P. R,; 
IAr. Harry pa r t r idge . Secretary, Pineapple Growers Cooperative Association, 

\ , San Juan, P, R.; Mr. Jose R, Carreras, Chief Engineer, Sues, de Abarca, I n c . , 
' \ . . San Juan, P. R,i Mr, Arthur F. Getting, Secretary, Red Star Manufacturing , . 
,':;,• Company, I n c . , Santurce, P. R.; Mr. Sam Schweitzer, Schweitzer Company, 

Mayaguez, P . R.j Mr. Santiago Diaz-Pacheco, Economist, Puerto Rico Develop­
ment Company, San Juan, P. R. 

Employers - ra i l road : Mr, Etienne Tot t i , General Manager, American 
Railroad Company of Puerto Rico, San Juan, p . R. 

Employees - r a i l road ; Mr. Alberto E. Sanchez, Secretary, Asociacion 
de Cho feres de Puerto Rico, San Juan, Po R,; Mr, Miguel Torres, Vice ..' , 
President, Obreros Unidos de las Ferrovias de Puerto Rico, San Juan, P.R,; 
Mr. Benigno Or t iz , Santurce, P« R. 

On the basis of the evidence presen-bed a t the hearings, the committee wil l 
recommend to the Administrator the highest miniraum wage for each industry—up to 
the s ta tutory minimum under the Fair Labor Standards Act—which i t determines 
wil l not subs-bantially cu r t a i l employment in the industry, and wil l not give any 
industry in Puerto Rico a competiti-ve advantage over any industry in the United 
States outside of Puerto Rico, A special provision of the Fair Labor Standards 
Act permits minimura rates below the s ta tutory minimum in Puerto Rico and tlia 
Virgin I s lands . 

Indus t r ies selected for the committee's consideration in the approximate 
order in which hearings wi l l be held a re : Sugar manufacturing, wholesaling, 
warehousing, and other d i s t r ibu t ion ; pearl button; cigar and c iga re t t e ; small 
leather goods and related products (including lea ther and fabric-covered base-; 
b a l l s , hand-braided leather but tons , and wa l l e t s ) ; full-fashioned hosiery; a r t - '. 
i f i c i a l flowers; hooked rugs; foundrj^, machine-shop, and fabricated metal 
products; vegetable, f ru i t and f ru i t juice canning; vegetable packing; shoe 
manufacturing; ra i l road , railway express and property motor transport (including 
a l l for-hire t rucking) . The ful l defini t ions of the industr ies appear in Admin­
i s t r a t i ve Order No. 367 appointing the comraittee, published in the Federal Reg­
i s t e r th is da te . Copies of the Order may be obtained on requesto ,_ - , 

Any person having a substant ia l i n t e r e s t in the San Juan proceedings may 
appear on behalf of himself or o t h e r s . 

Persons wishing to appear are asked to f i l e with Russell S turgis , Te r r i t o r i a l 
Director of the Wage and Hour Division, 606 Banco Popular Building, San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, and with T/tao R. McConb, Administrator of the Division, Washington 25, 
D . C , a notice of intention to appear not l a t e r than July 1 1 . _ .4 

The notice must contain the name and address of the person, name and address 
of the person or organization for whora he is to appear, a br ie f suraraary of -bhe 
material to be presented, and the approximate time needed for the presenta t ion. 
In teres ted par t ies who cannot appear personally are invited to present wri t ten 
statements for the comjnittee's consideration. These statements, six copies of 
which should be sent to Mr, S turg is , must be fi led before July 14, Any person 
appearing at the hearing who offers wri t ten material raust submit six copies . 
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